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Propel MONTOUR Wins CLO Award for Excellence in Arts Education
First Charter School to be Honored with Charles Gray Award
Kennedy Township, PA (May, 24, 2009) – Propel MONTOUR has received the prestigious Charles Gray Award from the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, becoming the first charter school in history to be recognized with the award. The Charles Gray Award is made annually by the Pittsburgh CLO to an elementary, middle or secondary school in Allegheny County that has demonstrated a commitment to quality arts education for all students as a required part of the curriculum. The award honors Charles Gray, former executive director of CLO, whose special contribution to musical theater provided a model of quality arts education.  
The Charles Gray Award Committee described Propel MONTOUR’s CreativeArts program, “one of the most unique arts programs in Allegheny County,” for reasons including:
· Every child participates in arts education every day.

· Partnerships are maintained with local fine, applied and performing arts organizations.
· Full-time certified art (Lauren Hinish) and music (Michelle Cooney) teachers are on staff.
· Daily collaboration with music, art, and visiting arts organizations, creates a sequential learning environment. 

· "Celebration of Learning" performances provide an opportunity to showcase student talents and artist partnerships at the end of every 6 week CreativeArts module. 

“It is an honor for our talented students and dedicated teachers to be recognized for their commitment and excellence to the arts, especially by such a prestigious organization as the Pittsburgh CLO,” said Justin Aglio, Associate Principal, Propel MONTOUR. “The CreativeArts program is one of the defining features of our school and we are very proud of it.” While the school is only in its second year since opening, the Creative Arts program has lead students to discover the dynamic performers inside themselves, build self-confidence and given each of them a greater appreciation for and love of the arts.  
The Charles Gray Award was presented during the Gene Kelly Awards for Excellence in Musical Theater at the Benedum Center for the Performing Arts on Saturday, May 23. Propel MONTOUR received a $3,000 cash prize for arts programming in their school, an award plaque for display, and a specially designed CLO assembly.

About Propel Schools CreativeArts Program

The CreativeArts program is a central part of Propel’s model and one of the factors driving the long waiting lists at its schools. The program establishes and maintains relationships with partners from local fine and performing arts groups to offer discipline based modules in visual arts, music, theater, dance, sports, and recreation. Through these modules, partners or “Visiting Artists” supplement and support the ongoing use of creative expression in the classroom as students delve further into a variety of different forms of personal expression and activity. The Visiting Artists are in residence all day, every day, for six week modules. All students have one hour a day (190 hours a year) of fine and performing arts. Propel’s CreativeArts partners include; Pittsburgh Dance Ensemble; Carnegie Mellon University’s Growing Theater Program; Hazelwood YMCA; Conquer Your Fitness; Studio J; Potter’s Hand; Individual practicing artists in Yoga, Karate, Kung Fu, Zumba, Puppetry, Photography, Hip-Hop, Modern Dance, and more. 
“CreativeArts classes at Propel Schools are planting seeds in students to develop an appreciation and understanding of the arts, and to discover their own special talents,” said Laura Fergeuson, CreativeArts Coordinator, Propel Schools. “The program has become a core element at all of our Propel schools.”  
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