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Propel McKEESPORT Named #1 Elementary Charter School in the Country 

School receives highest honor EPIC Award 
PITTSBURGH, PA (March 15, 2010) – Propel McKEESPORT is proving that it’s possible to close the achievement gap. The inconspicuous charter school on a tough street, in a tough neighborhood, is acknowledged today as the single top performing elementary school from a nationwide consortium of charter schools. This is the second consecutive year that Propel McKEESPORT has received an Effective Practice Incentive Community (EPIC) Award from New Leaders for New Schools; this year awarded in the “Gold Gain” category. Gold Gain is EPIC’s highest honor, awarding schools making the greatest gains with student achievement based on a value-added data analysis. Propel McKEESPORT was the only Gold Gain elementary school winner this year out of 89 participating elementary charter schools nationwide.
EPIC was established in 2006 to identify schools across the country that are driving significant student achievement gains. EPIC awards the principals, assistant principals and instructional staff in these schools for sharing their practices so that other educators may learn from their successes. EPIC is funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Teacher Incentive Fund (TIF), charter school partners, and private philanthropic funders. 
“We are absolutely thrilled to be honored with this award,” said Dr. Carol Wooten, Propel Schools Superintendent. “We have something truly valuable to contribute about how schools in struggling urban communities can do more for children. We look forward to sharing our best practices with other schools in Western Pennsylvania and across the country.”
In 2005 Propel McKEESPORT opened with grades K-4 and over the past four years has grown to serve 400 students in grades K-8. Over 85% of students are eligible for the federal free/reduced cost lunch program, 73% are a minority and 13% have special needs. Propel McKEESPORT has recently celebrated some of the highest levels of student achievement in the region. On 2008-2009 state tests, 5th and 6th graders were 100% proficient or advanced in math. These performance levels are consistent with much more affluent school districts such as Fox Chapel, Mt. Lebanon and Upper St. Clair. Propel McKeesport’s 4th through 7th graders scored more than 71% proficient or advanced in reading, with 5th graders scoring 92% proficient or advanced. Key elements leading to the success of Propel McKEESPORT include individualized attention, data driven instruction, a sense of urgency, and a powerful professional development program. 
“Every child can, and will, succeed at Propel McKeesport,” said Tina Chekan, Principal. “From the moment that a student walks in the school door, every minute is used for teaching and learning. If parents don’t show up for teacher conferences, we go knock on their doors. There’s no excuses. Our achievement levels are a reflection of that belief.” 
Across the board, all five of Propel’s schools are having a significant positive impact on the population that they serve, and despite the impact of poverty, delivering tremendous results. Propel is dramatically outperforming the district run schools where most of its students live. Students attending Propel are 22% more likely to be at grade level than their peers in these districts – up from a 14% advantage in the prior year. Propel students are also on track to outperform students in more affluent Allegheny County districts within a few years. Propel’s African American and economically disadvantaged students performed significantly better than the typical student (regardless of race or class) in Pittsburgh, Woodland Hills, and other school districts where most Propel students live. 75% of Propel students qualify for the federal free/reduced cost lunch program, 65% are a minority and 15% have special needs.
ABOUT PROPEL
The mission of Propel Schools is to catalyze the transformation of public education in Southwestern Pennsylvania so that all children have access to high performing public schools. This mission is pursued by opening and operating high performance schools of choice in educationally underserved communities on the belief that establishing a competitive dynamic in public education is the best way to provide the region's public schools with sustained incentives for the hard work of continuous self improvement.  
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