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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Propel Hosts its First Technology Fair to Share Powerful Practices
Pittsburgh, PA (August 13, 2009) - On Monday, August 17, Propel Schools will host its first Technology Conference, “Propel’s Powerful Practices.” Organized by Joe Oliphant, Propel’s Director of Technology, this free conference offers teachers a valuable professional development opportunity during their in-service weeks. Activities will take place at Propel MONTOUR beginning at 8:30 a.m. Teachers and technology coaches from over 20 surrounding school districts, including Clairton, Moon, Fox Chapel, South Side, Montour, Penn Hills and others, will be attending to take advantage of this unique opportunity to share expertise and ideas.  

“I’m very excited to organize this opportunity for educators to share innovative ways to integrate 21st century technology skills into their classrooms,” said Mr. Oliphant.
The Technology Conference is planned as a full-day event with a variety of skill building sessions. Workshops and lectures include themes surrounding digital media, wikispaces, gigipan technology, geocaching, podcasting, SMART integration tools, Discovery Education integration, and more. Most lectures will be led by teachers working in one of Propel’s five high-performing schools. 

SMART Technologies is the event’s lead corporate sponsor, providing an estimated 300 conference attendees with breakfast, lunch, prizes and tech support. SMART will showcase a new product at this event, the “SMART Table.” Other corporate sponsors include Discovery Education and Continental Office Environments. 
Propel has recently become a local leader in public school technology integration. Propel was recently nominated as one of three SMART Showcase schools in the state of Pennsylvania. SMART Showcase Schools recognize the benefits of using SMART products and services to create an engaging 21st-century learning environment and share their results with the education community. They act as host sites for other school or district stakeholders interested in learning how SMART products and services can improve teaching and learning. SMART technology is used in virtually every classroom and best practices are commonly shared among Propel’s 250 teachers and staff. Last year, Propel hosted a number of videoconferences, providing students with the opportunity to communicate internationally. Propel has developed technology collaborations with NASA, Carnegie Mellon University, The Lorain County Distance Learning Consortium (LCDLC), and the Pennsylvania Association for Educational Communications and Technology (PAECT).
For more information about this event and/or to join as a guest, please contact Joe Oliphant at joliphant@propelschools.org. 
Agenda
8:30 - 9:00     Breakfast and Sign-In
9:00 - 9:15     Welcome by Joe Oliphant

9:25 -10:15    Session One
10:30 -11:15   Session Two
11:30 - 1:00    Lunch

1:10 - 1:55     Session Three

2:05 - 2:50     Session Four

3:00 - 3:45     Awards & Closing Remark

Session One*
Rm. 2-128 Organization & Portfolios Using Wikispaces – Amy Sivak & Laura Stanik

Rm. 1-137 Follow Me Project - Ryan Spence 

Rm. 2-124 Bug Scope - Kristen Golomb 

Rm. 2-122 Integrating Digital Media Across the Curriculum – Jana Baxter 

Rm. 2-114 Cultural Studies - Valerie Cicco & Katie Poniatowski 

Rm. 2-125 Glogster - Traci Blazosky 

Rm. 1-113 Technology in Primary Grades – Noah Wolf & Kate Williamson 

Rm. 2-111 Photostory - Brad Gentile

Rm. 2-129 Digital Playground

Session Two*
Rm. 2-128 Student Websites Using Weebly – Heather Doman & Ashley Hall 

Rm. 2-124 Weather Bug - Kristen Golomb Propel Only
Rm. 2-127 Geocaching - Maria Campieri & Anthony Hrubetz

Rm. 1-137 Investigation Software - Dana Thompson 

Rm. 2-122 Gigapan – Rachel Burcin & Jim Reid

Rm. 2-114 Podcasting - Steve Rippe 

Rm. 2-121 50 Ways to Use Discovery Education Streaming - Matt Monjan  

Rm. 2-129 Digital Playground

Session Three*
Rm. 2-128 Implementing Arts Integration Into the Classroom - Denise Lewis 

Rm. 2-127 Classroom Application of SMARTboard Whiteboards – Deborah Rudenko

Rm. 1-137 Middle School Math Technology – Ryan Brown 

Rm. 2-124 Voice Thread and - Kim Hoerr 

Rm. 2-121 Discovery Education Is Pretty Suite – Matt Monjan 

Rm. 2-122 Math Websites - Lindsey Smith 

Rm. 1-113 How to Create Classroom Websites Using Shutterfly - Kristen Frame 

Rm. 2-111 Audacity in Photostory - Anna Marie Joyce 

Rm. 2-114 SMART Tools - Rebecca Lake 

Rm. 2-129 Digital Playground

Session Four*
Rm. 2-125 Traci Blazosky – Web 2.0 Tools

Rm. 1-113 Smartboard Calendar - Susan Traurig 

Rm. 2-114 Powerpoint: From Pointless to Powerful – Jana Baxter 

Rm. 2-127 Video Conferencing – Joseph Oliphant 

Rm. 2-122 Alphasmart Neo In the Classroom - Lori Farnsworth Propel Only
Rm. 2-129 Playroom
*SESSION TIMES/MEETING ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
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