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Pennsylvania’s Charter School Appeal Board Awards a 
New Charter to Propel Schools

Propel to Open a Sixth School – Its Second In Woodland Hills  
Pittsburgh, PA (October 27, 2009) - In a unanimous decision today, the Pennsylvania Charter School Appeal Board voted to grant a charter to Propel Schools to open and operate a new school in Woodland Hills. The charter approval overturned an earlier decision by the Woodland Hills School Board to deny a charter to Propel to open a second independent public school within the school district’s boundaries. 
“Propel BRADDOCK HILLS allows us to meet the high demand for Propel in the Woodland Hills community,” said Jeremy Resnick, Executive Director, Propel Schools. “With almost 600 children on the waiting list for Propel EAST, and 1500 children on waiting lists across our five schools, families want the high quality choice in public education that Propel offers. Now we’ll be able to provide it. We appreciate the vote of confidence.” 

The school is expected to open in August 2010 in a newly renovated building in Braddock Hills. The school will eventually serve 800 students in grades K-12 from Woodland Hills and adjacent school districts. Propel EAST, Propel’s existing school in the Turtle Creek community of Woodland Hills, serves 400 students in grades K-8.
Today’s decision marks the 5th time the PA appeal board has ruled unanimously in favor of Propel Schools. In each vote, the appeal board, based in Harrisburg, has overturned the decision of local school boards, which have denied charters to Propel. 
Propel recently released data from 2008-2009 state tests showing students dramatically outperforming their peers who attend the seven school districts (Pittsburgh, Woodland Hills, McKeesport, Steel Valley, Sto-Rox, Duquesne, Penn Hills) from which Propel draws 86% of its students. Highlights of this data include the following:

· Propel is dramatically outperforming the district run schools where most of its students live. Students are 22% more likely to be at grade level than their peers in these districts – up from a 14% advantage in the prior year. Almost 75% of Propel students are economically disadvantaged compared to 38% statewide. Nevertheless, the rate at which Propel’s students met or exceeded grade level standards (71%) is close to the state average (74%).  Propel students are on track to outperform students in much more affluent Allegheny county districts within a year or two.

· Propel’s African American and economically disadvantaged students performed significantly better than the typical student (regardless of race or family affluence) in Pittsburgh, Woodland Hills, and other school districts where Propel students live.Compared to the seven school districts from which Propel draws 86% of its students:

· African-American students were 32% more likely to be at grade level if attending Propel;

· Economically disadvantaged students were 28% more likely to be at grade level if at Propel.

Raising the performance of minority and economically disadvantaged students has become a national priority. Across the state, African American test performance trails the state average by 22 percentage points; economically disadvantaged students trail by 15. 65% of Propel students are of color and 75% qualify for the federal free/reduced price lunch program.  These students are having particularly success at Propel.  

· Propel’s schools are showing that it is possible to close the achievement gap that typically separate students along lines of affluence. The performance of Propel’s economically disadvantaged students is reaching a point where it is almost indistinguishable from that of the overall state population.  It is improving rapidly and consistently (up 7 points from the prior year).  

· Students at Propel McKeesport were star performers in math, with 97% scoring proficient or advanced on state tests. These performance levels are consistent with much more affluent school districts such as Fox Chapel, North Allegheny, Mt. Lebanon and Upper St. Clair. In contrast to these districts, 85% of Propel McKeesport students are eligible for the free/reduced price lunch program and 73% are a minority. Propel McKeesport recently received national recognition from New Leaders for New Schools as one of America’s top performing charter schools.
· Propel had the highest levels of student achievement among the 20 Pennsylvania school districts serving high concentrations of students living in poverty (70% or greater).Student performance on state tests is typically highly correlated with family poverty. When school district performance is adjusted to recognize the incidence of poverty, Propel students achieved in the 97th percentile of the 500 districts in the state (up from the 93rd percentile in the prior year).  
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